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XLRI ORGANISED the eighth 
edit ion of Dr. Verghese Kur ien 
Memorial Orat ion under the aegis 
of Fr. Arrupe Centre for  Ecology 
and Sustainability. The orat ion 
serves as a plat form for thought  
leaders to ar t iculate their  ideas 
on sustainable living as advocated 
by Dr. Verghese Kur ien, Founder 
of AMUL, popular ly known as the 
Milkman of India. 

Dr. Raghuram Tata, Convenor, 
FACES, said in his address, ?The 
Fr. Arrupe Centre was established 
to promote pract ices, policies 
and dialogue that  have an impact  
on holist ic and sustainable 
development  of society and 
enterpr ises. Dr. Verghese Kur ien 
Memorial Orat ion on Sustainable 
Development  is our humble 
init iat ive to pay t r ibute to the 
great  visionary.?

Mr. Shankar Venkateswaran, 
Co- founder, ECube Investment  
Advisors, delivered the orat ion on 
the topic Unpacking ESG 
(Environmental, Social and 
Governance) ? Put t ing ?S? at  the 
Centre. He discussed the 
correlat ion between business and 
sustainability. The corporate 
st ructures control a major 
por t ion of the natural resources 
to produce goods and services, 
hence they play a signif icant  role 
in the funct ioning of the state. 

The corporate houses need to 
rethink their  contr ibut ion 
towards inequality. He elaborated 
the concept  of Tr iple Bot tom Line 
on Sustainable Development  and 
Businesses i.e.  businesses cannot  
isolate prof it - making act ivit ies 
from the impact  on society and 
environment .

Mr. Venkateswaran highlighted 
the challenges in ESG with a 
focus on the social dimension. 
The f irst  challenge is to unify the 
environmental, governance, and 
social factors, which t ill now have 

been perceived as unrelated. 
Second, the reduct ionist  
approach has limited the 
understanding of these factors. 

Emphasising on the 
importance of sustainable 
development , Dr. Ashis K. Pani, 
Dean (Academics), XLRI, said, 
"Events such as COVID-19 and 
the f lash f loods in Kerala make us 
realise that  all is not  well with 
our environment . The idea of 
sustainable development  has 
been the light  that  is guiding 
us."

DR. KURIEN MEMORIAL ORATION 

 ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Scr een gr ab of t he vi r t ual or at ion 
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Student  Star t - up

THE XLRI  students team 
secured the f irst  posit ion, 
amongst  16 teams from premier 
B- schools, in the annual 
Accenture B- school Challenge 
2021. 

The f ifth edit ion of the 
annual contest  was organised 
to explore new perspect ives 
around the theme Signals of 
Change: Discover ing New 
Opportunit ies in a Disrupt ive 
World. The par t icipants came 
up with innovat ive ideas for 
reinvent ion and growth to 
adapt  to the changes catalyzed 
by the pandemic. 

The month- long compet it ion 
was held on a vir tual plat form 
where more than 8,500 
students registered an 
enthusiast ic par t icipat ion. The 
grand f inale featured eight  
f inalist  teams who were 
mentored by exper ts from 
Accenture. 

The par t icipat ing teams 
presented case studies across 
diverse industr ies such as 
banking, telecom, consumer 

goods and retail, natural 
resources, energy, automot ive 
and life sciences. The Indian 
Inst itute of Management , 
Bangalore team emerged as the 
f irst  runners-  up followed by 
the second runners- up team 
from Indian Inst itute of Foreign 
Trade, New Delhi. 

The top eight  teams in the 
grand f inale received a 
pre- placement  interview 
opportunity with Accenture 
besides the winners who 

received other excit ing pr izes.
The vir tual challenge was 

divided into four stages. The 
f irst  round was a rapid- f ire 
online quiz where over 2,800 
teams (each team comprising 
three members) par t icipated, 
followed by round two which 
ident if ied 482 teams based on 
business simulat ion. In the 
simulat ion students had to 
step into the role of a CEO to 
make their  company 
prof itable. 

(Fr om L) XLRI students Aar ushi , Avi ji t  Pathak and Aman Khanna 

XLRI STUDENTS WIN ACCENTURE CHALLENGE

XLRI student  Vikas Sharma co- founded 
Adofix, an e- commerce plat form focused  
on appliances and consumer elect ronics, 
in 2019. He was joined by his batchmates, 
Divya Soni, Prateek Bansal and Abhishek 

Kapoor  a year later.

The star t - up has raised a pre- seed 
funding of $225K already. The company 
aspires to be a one- stop solut ion for  all 

online appliance purchase.    
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THE ANNUAL Joyfest : Daan 
Utsav 2021 was hosted by the 
student  commit tee 
SIGMA- oikos. The week- long 
event  celebrates the joy of 
giving and creates mult iple 
avenues for everyone to 
contr ibute towards the greater 
good. Despite the rest r ict ions 
of a hybr id fest ival this year, 
XLRI students and others 
ensured a successful event . 

As par t  of the week- long 
event , a Financial Literacy 
Workshop was organised, in 
collaborat ion with an NGO 
People for  Change, for  the 
underpr ivileged community. 
The volunteers imparted 
informat ion on basic f inancial 
concepts such as expenses and 
savings, borrowings, basics of 
banking, insurance, and 
f inancial planning to the 
par t icipants.

The Lend Your Voice 
init iat ive aimed to create a 
repository of shor t  stor ies in an 
audio- recorded format  for  the 
visually impaired. This init iat ive 
was conducted in collaborat ion 
with We4You, which dist r ibutes 
audio content  in the form of 
casset tes to blind schools. 
More than 40 volunteers 
par t icipated to record over 150 
shor t  stor ies.

To expand its base of 
beneficiar ies, SIGMA- oikos set  
up a Wishtree, both vir tually 
and on campus. The aim of the 
Wish Tree was to collect  
donat ions towards each of the 
wishes and forward the same 
to the orphanage Cheshire 
Home and the NGO People for  
Change.

The Ratna Nidhi Char itable 
Trust  joined hands with 
SIGMA- oikos team to host  a 

Book Donat ion Dr ive focussed 
on collect ion of textbooks that  
would then be dispatched to 
schools and librar ies. 

The SIGMA- oikos team of 
XLRI, Delhi- NCR campus 
celebrated their  inaugural Daan 
Utsav by collaborat ing with 

NGOs like Pranyas, the Ear th 
Saviours Foundat ion, and 
Nishulk. The Delhi campus 
set  up its own wish t ree, both 
vir tually and on campus, 
and aligned it  with the 
requirements of the 
NGOs. 

XLRI students celebr ate Daan Utsav 2021

DAAN UTSAV: A CELEBRATION OF GIVING 
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Rekha M. Menon

REKHA M. MENON, XLRI? 
1981, was featured 
amongst the Most 
Powerful Women in 
Business for 2021 by 
Fortune India. She is the 
Chairperson and Senior 
MD of Accenture, India 
and Chairperson of 
NASSCOM.

AMOL TITUS, XLRI?1990, (Left) received 
the Outstanding Leadership Award for 
his contributions as President of 
India- Indonesia Chamber of Commerce. 

Amol Titus

Kanchan Banerjee

ATHAR SHAHAB, XLRI?1995, 
was appointed as the Joint 
Managing Director of Zuari 
Global Ltd. 

Athar Shahab

KANCHAN BANERJEE, XLRI? 2011, was 
appointed as the CHRO of Vedant 
Fashions Ltd. 

Debroop Sengupta
DEBROOP SENGUPTA, 
XLRI?2013, was listed 
amongst the top 25 
consultants in the world by 
Consulting Magazine. He 
works with Cognizant and is 
based in London. 

ARUN PRASAD, XLRI' 
2012, joined Ivy as Head of 
Talent Acquisition.

Arun Prasad

Rohit Thakur

ROHIT THAKUR, XLRI?1993, 
was appointed as the Chief 
Human Resources Officer of 
LEAD School. 
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CONTACT US:
XLRI, Jamshedpur

CH Area(East)
Jamshedpur, Jharkhand-831001

Phone: 0657-665 3223
Send your feedback: newslet t er@xlr i.ac.in
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