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The annual Ensemble-Valhalla 
fest ival of XLRI was celebrated 
with pepped up spir it  and high 
enthusiasm. The three- day event  
was inaugurated by Dr. Akash 
Khurana, a dist inguished XL 
alumnus, and a well- known actor 
who has excelled in academia and 
the corporate world, on 1 
November, 2019. 

This year?s fest  was weaved 
around the theme, Br eak Fr ee, 
that  aims to challenge the status 
quo and promote the spir it  of 

innovat ion by breaking free of the 
stereotypes. 

Idea Summit , one of the 
f lagship events of 
Ensemble-Valhalla, invited a set  
of mot ivat ing speakers including 
Dr Akash Khurana, Virali Modi, a 
disability r ights act ivist , Ar ijit  
Biswas, award- winning 
scr iptwr iter  of movie Andha 
Dhun, Shishir  Sharma, an eminent  
actor famous for his roles in 
movies like Uri and Raazi, Varun 
Mahna, an entrepreneur and the 

founder of Poker Dangal. 
Some of the f lagship events of 

the fest  included Strategikon, a 
consult ing event , War of Wits, an  
HR event , St r ike or Yield, an IR 
event . 

The  elect r ifying performance 
by the band Local Train left  the 
audience want ing for  more.  The 
fest  Ensemble-Valhalla concluded 
with the performance of  rap 
ar t iste Divine of Gully Boy fame 
alongside  well- known playback  
singer Nikhil D?Souza . 

(Clockwise fr om Left ) Speaker s of Idea Summit ; Par t icipants of women's basketbal l   match; 
    Niki l  D'Souza per for ms dur ing Ensemble

ENSEMBLE-VALHALLA 2019

XLRI r ecent ly hosted its f lagship techno 
- operat ions event  Cygnus 2019. The event  was 
joint ly organised by AXIOM, Operat ions Club, 
and SOCRATES, IT Club of XLRI, under the 
theme Indust r y 4.0. The conclave included 
var ious events with emphasis on technologies 
like IoT, Data Analyt ics and Blockchain and their  
implementat ion in Operat ions Management . 

The conclave kicked off with an interact ive 
workshop on Industr ial IoT conducted by Mr. 
Arup Chakrabor t i, Founder, Greenwave 
Solut ions Pvt  Ltd. The three- hour interact ive 
workshop session int roduced the students to the 
possibilit ies of networking through IoT. 

An inter act ive session dur ing Cygnus 2019

CYGNUS 2019
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Kshit ij 2019 was organised by CII-Yi, a student  society of XLRI, on 24 November. Kshit ij is aimed 
at  providing the students (in pictur es above) from the lower st rata of Jamshedpur, a stage to 

showcase their  talent  and to infuse confidence among them. The main object ive of the event  is to 
provide scholarship to the needy students of Jamshedpur who have the potent ial to

 outperform others but  lack resources. 

FINANCE SYMPOSIUM 
GNOSIS 2019
The Finance Associat ion at  XLRI successfully 
organised GNOSIS 2019, an annual f inance 
symposium, on 9 November in Mumbai. The 
keynote address at  the symposium was delivered 
by PS Jayakumar, MD & CEO of Bank of Baroda 
and an XLRI alumnus.

He discussed var ious topics such as the 
changing investor- investee relat ionship and the 
need for t rust  therein, changes in retail banking 
and f intech. He concluded by emphasising the 
importance of promot ing non- linear growth by 
changing t radit ional organisat ional st ructures.

GNOSIS is hosted by XLRI every year to 
promote a plat form for academia to connect  and 
interact  with indust ry stalwarts, top- level 
execut ives and regulators to discuss their  views 
on current  f inancial happenings and issues that  
would be the next  big catalysts in re- shaping the 
Indian Financial System.

This year 's theme was Indian Financial Sector : 
Changing Fr ont ier s. More than 150 students and 
corporate delegates from top B- Schools and 
leading companies in BFSI sector took par t  in the 
symposium. The conference witnessed two panel 
discussions featur ing eminent  indust ry leaders 
and top- level execut ives. The panel was 
moderated by mot ivat ional speaker Mudit  Yadav, 
Founder, My Success Coach. 
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(Fr om Top) PS Jayakumar  del iver s keynote 
addr ess; panelist s dur ing a discussion 
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DRAMA & STORYTELLING  WORKSHOP  
he Cent r e for  Peace and 
Just ice, XLRI, and Centre 
for  Research and 
Training in Educat ional 

Leadership organised a two- day 
Drama and Storytelling Workshop 
by world- renowned theatre 
ar t iste, playwright , actor and 
master storyteller  Mr. Daniel 
Kelin from Honolulu Theatre, the 
USA. 

The workshop revolved around  
the theme The Cr eat ive & The 
Cr i t ical: Tr ansfor ming Thr ough 
Cr eat ive Lear ning. Mr Klen was 
welcomed by a group of Santhali 
dancers from Jamshedpur and 

gir ls from city- based Sacred 
Heart  Community College. The 
workshop was inaugurated in the 
presence of  Fr. Francis Peter, SJ, 
Coordinator, Centre for  Research 
and Training in Educat ional 
Leadership  and Prof. Paramjyot  
Singh, Chairperson, Centre for  
Peace and Just ice and Sr. Valsa.

The workshop was at tended by 
teachers from var ious schools of 
Jamshedpur including KPS 
Schools (Gamharia, Mango, 
Kadma, Burma Mines and NML), 
JH Tarapore, JUSCO School South 
Park, Kasidih High School, Sacred 
Heart  Convent , Gulmohur School 

and Loyola School (Bar ipada). 
Prof. Singh, said, "The theatre 

workshop was indeed a very 
successful one. The par t icipat ing 
teacher and student  community 
got  a deep understanding on 
ways to use drama and 
storytelling as an integral par t  of 
teaching- learning process and 
create a high- impact  
environment  for  students."

Mr Kelin has t rained tens of 
thousands of school children and 
teachers through creat ive 
engagement  of drama and 
storytelling both in India and 
the USA. 

E- Café, a two- day entrepreneurship event  was conducted 
by the Entrepreneurship- Cell of XLRI in collaborat ion with 
XCEED, the incubat ion centre of XLRI. The key highlight  of 
E- Café was its talk ser ies, Exalt  1.0: Different  Routes to 
Building Star tups, instated by the Entrepreneurship Cell to 
spark student  interest  in ent repreneurship and create a 
plat form to learn from some of the best  names in the f ield. 
The two keynote speakers were Mr. Br ijesh Agarwal, 
Co- founder of IndiaMart  (in pictur e second fr om left ) and 
Mr. Abhishek Jaiswal, Founder and CEO of Ant ilog Vacat ions 
(in pictur e t hi r d fr om left ). 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
EVENT E'CAFE 

T



Commemor at ing t he glor ious 100 
years of Internat ional Labour 
Organizat ion (ILO), XLRI organised 
a seminar on ILO's Centennial 
Theme -The Future of Work on 9 
November, 2019, at  its Jamshedpur 
campus.

The seminar was inaugurated in 
the presence of  Ms. Dagmar 
Walter, Director, ILO, DWT for 
South Asia and Country Off ice for  
India and Fr. P. Chr ist ie, SJ, 
Director, XLRI. 

In her inaugural address, Ms. 
Walter, said, "I am delighted to 
communicate with the future 
generat ion of managers who are 
ardent  to learn about  the future of 
work. As we embrace the 
unprecedented challenges posed 
by technological innovat ions, 
demographic shifts, and climate 
change, we need investment  in 
people through a human- centered 
approach." 

Elaborat ing on the seminar, Dr. 

KR Shyam Sundar, Labour 
Economist  and Professor, HRM 
Area at  XLRI and the event  
convener said, "XLRI is r ight ly 
placed to celebrate the 100 years 
of glor ious existence of ILO which 
has sought  to promote social 
just ice which resonates with  the 
value systems cher ished  by XLRI. 
XLRI is one of the few premier 
inst itut ions in India which st ill 
endows pr imacy of place to 
Industr ial Relat ions." 

SEMINAR ON ILO'S  CENTENNIAL THEME
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(Fr om Left ) Pr of. Shyam Sundar, Ms Dagmar  Walter  and Fr  P Chr ist ie, SJ, l ight  t he inaugur al lamp 

XLRI announces plans to star t  
Delhi- NCR Campus for academic 
session 2020-22. In the f irst  phase, 
two sect ions of 60 students each 
for the BM programme (2020-22 
batch) will be granted admission.  
The new state- of- the- ar t  campus  
spread over an area of 36.34 acres is 
get t ing ready with infrast ructure 
required for  240 students in the 
f irst  phase. The new campus has 
earned a Gold- level Green Building 
Cert if icat ion.

XLRI DELHI-NCR 
CAMPUS 
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 A user  awareness programme on 
Mult idisciplinary Academic 
Research Databases was organised 
by Sir  Jehangir  Ghandy Library of 
XLRI and EBSCO. Mr Raj Kumar 
Mahapatra, Training Manager, 
EBSCO, int roduced the faculty and 
staff to the r ight  ways of accessing 
the database, basic and advanced 
search st rategies, and staying 
updated  by using aler ts and 
creat ing/  managing/  shar ing 
personal folders. 

AUTHOR  
WORKSHOP
 Author  Workshop on Academic Publishing for  Quality 
Research:  How to Get  Published & How to Avoid Pit falls 
was organised for the staff and faculty of XLRI in its 
Jamshedpur campus. The workshop was presented by 
Mr. Ramprasad Anbazhagan, Senior Commissioning 
Editor, Wiley. Mr. Anbazhagan explained the 
importance of wr it ing a good paper, how to wr ite a 
good manuscr ipt  and the preparat ions before star t ing, 
building the ar t icle, technical details that  need special 
at tent ion, proper language, choosing the r ight  journal 
and available management  related Wiley journals. The 
workshop was organised by Sir  Jehangir  Ghandy library 
of XLRI and Wiley.   Mr  Rampr asad Anbazhagan dur ing t he workshop

Par t icipants of EBSCO t r aining 

TRAINING SESSION 
ON LATEX  
A t r aining session on LaTeX, a document  
preparat ion system, was presented by Prof. 
Santanu Gupta, Economics Area, XLRI. The 
session was at tended by faculty and staff of 
the inst itute. LaTeX is a word processing 
software that  facilitates in wr it ing papers 
with heavy mathemat ical notat ions. Prof. 
Gupta also int roduced the par t icipants to   
online editor  called Overleaf. 

Staff and facult y of XLRI dur ing t he session

TRAINING ON  
EBSCO
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  Jan 05, 2020   Xavier Aptitude Test   

  Jan 11-12, 2020   MAXI Fair

  Jan 20-23, 2020   MDP on Talent Acquisition: Tools & Techniques by Prof. M Srimannarayan

  Jan 20-24, 2020   MDP on Interpersonal Effectiveness through Communication Skills by Prof. Manish Singhal

  Jan 27-31, 2020   MDP on Marketing Analytics for Effective Planning  by Prof. N Rajkumar & Prof. S Varshney 

  Jan 27-31, 2020   MDP on Effective Performance Management by Prof. Pranabesh Ray

  Feb 8-9, 2020    3rd Social Entrepreneurship Conclave 
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Mr. Manish Bhandar i, (PMIR  1992), was 
appointed  as the new Chief Execut ive 
Off icer of GE Current .  Dur ing his tenure 
he will be focusing on digital- ready 
energy and infrast ructure management  
space.

Dr Pallab 
Bandyopadhyay, (eFPM 
alumnus) was featured 
in a book, Being People, 
by Joseph George A. The 
book is based on the life 
history of six HRD 
leaders of India and Dr 
Banyopadhyay is one of 
them. 

Digital payments plat form 
Paytm has  appointed Mr 
Rohit  Thakur (PMIR 1993) 
as its new Chief Human 
Resource Off icer. 

Manish Bhandar i

Dr P. Bandyopadhyay

Rohit  
Thakur

Dist inguished
Alumnus 
Awards 
XLRI fel ici t ated nine of i t s 
i l lust r ious alumni   at  t he 
Alumni  Homecoming 2019. 
Ful l  r epor t  of t he event  wi l l  be 
cover ed  in t he next  issue of 
Magis e-newslet t er .   
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